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Þr JAMES MANNING 


| Publiſhed at the Requeſt of the Miniſters and 
. Congregation. 


In neceſfariis, Unitas; 
In non neceſſariis, Libertas; 
In utriſque, Charitas. 
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' EXETER, PRINTED BY T. BRICE. 
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PSALM Ixxvin. 3, 4 i 


WHAT THINGS WE HAVE HEARD AND KNOWN AND OUR 
FATHERS HAVE TOLD Us, WE WILL NOT HIDE FROM 


THEIR CHILDREN, SHEWING TO THE GENERATIONS 


Ta COME THE PRAISES OF THE LORD AND HIS 
5TRENGTH, AND THE WONDERFUL WORKS THAT 
HE HATH' DONE. 3 


HE mind of man, anibliious to extend its 


views beyond the circle of its own narrow 


exiſtence; looks back into paſt ages, and enlarges 
its ideas by conſidering the feveral occurrences of 
antient times. Hence Hiftory, which i is the ge- 
neral repoſitory of ſacts, has always been regarded 
as one of the moſt improving and entertaining 


ſtudies in which the human mind can be en- 


gaged, as the ſource of the cheapeſt experience, 
and the foundation of the moſt uſeful knowledge, 
as it paints human nature under all the various 
forms and impreflions of education, country, laws, 
and religion. The hiftoric ſtyle is peculiarly 
adapted to the conveyance of religious inſtruc- 
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tion; becauſe it is incomparably beſt ſuited to 


excite attention, affect the heart, and influence 


the life and manners. 


On theſe accounts, it has pleaſed God to raiſe 
up a ſucceſſion of ſacred hiſtorians, to record 
ce the wonderful works which ke hath done, and 
cc to ſhew forth his praiſe.“ The far greater 
part of the Bible is hiſtory; and the pſalm from 
which our text is taken is an hiſtorical pſalm, 


preſenting us with a ſummary account of the 


conduct of Providence towards. the children of 


Iſrael, from their firſt deliverance out of Egypt, 


by a train of miracles, down to the days of David, 
under whoſe government their civil polity was 


firſt ſettled, their dominions enlarged, and their 


names rendered famous and honourable amongſt 


the neighbouring kingdoms: 


The words I have read to you contain the pre- 5 
face to the hiſtory of the Jewiſh people, and in- 


ſtruct us that it is a debt which every age owes 


to poſterity, to keep an account of the wonderful 
works which God hath done, and tranſmit them 


_ 
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to the generations to come: thus ſhall one gene- 


ration praiſe his works to another, and declare 


his mighty acts. 


Let me therefore hope for your attention, 


whilſt I take a brief view of thoſe things which 
we have heard and known, and which our fathers 


have told us, and remind you of thoſe events, in 


which, as Chriſtians, as Proteſtants, and as Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters, we are peculiarly intereſted. 


Let us then, 


In the firſt place, conſider what wonderful 


works he hath done for us as Chriſtians. 


When the whole human race were become 


morally dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, the Divine 


Being was pleaſed, of his infinite mercy, to ſend 
his only begotten and well- beloved Son into the 
world, to live, to ſuffer, and to die for us. He 
came to ſeek and to ſave that which was loſt. 
Every thing which human reaſon could deſire to 
be informed in, every thing which human frailty 
could with to be aſſured of, is fully brought to 
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light by the goſpel. It gives us the moſt ſublime 
and honourable conceptions of the being, attri- 
butes, and providence of God. The ſervice it 
requires of us is ſuch as is ſuited to his infinite 
perfections and ſpiritual nature. We arc to wor- 
ſhip him, not with the outward ſhew and often- 
tation of hypocriſy, the empty ceremonies and 


foppith pageantrics of ſuperſtition, or the irra- 


tional tranſports of enthuſiaſm, but in ſpirit and : 
in truth. The precepts it delivers for the regu- 
lation of our conduct towards our fellow. creatures | 
are the moſt juſt and generous, whilſt thoſe it 
inculcates for the government of ourſelves are the 8 


moſt pure, refined, and exalted, It is here that 


we have the moſt important and authentic infor- 


mation concerning the original condition of man. 
Here his departure from his firſt innocence, the 
degradation. of his nature, and all the mary ellous 


workings of Omnipotence, to reclaim and ſave 


him, are diſtinctly recorded. Here life and im- 
mortality are unveiled to the eye of faith, Here 
death is diſarmed of its. ſting, and the grave of 
its victory. Here the gates of heaven are ſet open 
to the penitent believer ; and, Oh, my brethren, 
what 
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what an unutterable weight of glory awaits him 


through all the ages of eternity ! 


Such was that religion which Chriſt came from 
heaven to teach mankind. Struck with its en- 
gaging appearance, the world gradually received 
it. It proved victorious over the prejudices of 


the Jews, the ambition of princes, the ſecular in- 
tereſts of prieſts, the ſelf-ſufficiency of philoſo- 
phers, the ſuperſtitions of the populace, and made 


its way through countries renowned for learning . 


and refinement, and became at length the public 


religion, Paganiſm and Judaiſm ſinking before it. 


But ſoon a different ſcene began to diſplay it- 
ſelf. During the ſpace of three hundred years, 


the ſword of perſecution was unſheathed and drank 
: deep of the blood of the ſaints, Through mach. 


tribulation they entered into the kingdom of God y 


and followed the footſteps of their leader in che 
5 path of ſuffering. The blood of the martyrs be- 


came the ſeed of the church. The celeſtial plant 


of the goſpel weathered. the forms of adverſity and. 
perſecution; and though they threatened i irs utter 


extirpation 


— OE I ITT Ip 


103 


extirpation, yet, under the over-ruling providence 


of God, it took deeper root and ſprung upwards, 
and grew mighty and prevailed, 


But when theſe tempeſts were overblown, it 


became expoſed to another danger, more to be 


dreaded, an internal corruption anddecay, A ſea- 


ſon of languor and indolence ſucceeded, when the 
princes of the earth at length ſubmitted to the 
mild ſceptre of Jeſus, and exchanged the eſta- 
bliſhed ſuperſtition of the Roman Empire for the 
manly and reaſonable ſervice of the goſpel ; when 
the Chriſtian Church began to recline on the bed 
of caſe and ſecurity, being taken under the pro- 
tection of civil governors, and loaded with worldly 
riches and honours. In this ſeaſon, numbers, in- 
duced by prevailing example, or prompted by 


ſecular views, aſſumed the outward profeſſion, 


who were not animated by the true principles and 
ſpirit of this divine religion, Carrying along with 


them their former notions and ſentiments into 


their new religious profeſſion, and ſtill tinctured 
with the ſpirit of ſuperſtition, they ſoon began to 


ue the N of the goſpel. 
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A project was formed, by perſons of corrupt 
minds and deſtitute of the truth, to make a ſort 


of coalition, by introducing the principles and 
rites of the heathen ſyſtem into the Chriſtian 
inſtitution, and thus making it ſubſervient to 

worldly paſſions. The heathen temples were 
hallowed by the ſign of the croſs, and others were 


ereed in a manner the moſt coſtly, ſplendid, 


and magnificent ; and, inſtead of retaining the 


names. given them in the three preceding ages, 


of Conventicles, or places of meeting, they were 
called by names more expreſſive of their grandeur. 
The name of Biſhops, which under the divine 
eſtabliſhment was a term of duty, of labour, and 
of equality among the paſtors of churches, be- 
came under a civil eſtabliſhment, a title of dig- 
nity, authority, and pre- eminence; and had large 


revenues, ſtately palaces, and many other civil 


privileges annexed to it, whereby the real and 


original character was ſoon ſunk in oblivion- 
Thoſe paſtors of churches, who were heretofore 
the patterns as well as preachers of piety to their 


flocks, became remarkable for the delicacy of 
their dreſs, the ſtatelineſs of their equipages, 


and 


p r 2 


1 
and the eæpence of their tables. The attachment 
to plain and ſimple truth was made to yield to 
the blandiſhments of a ceremonious worſhip, and 


give place to childiſh mummery and glittering 
pomp. Wide breaches were made upon its con- 
ſtitution, its fundamental laws were diſpenſed 


with, its inſtitutions perverted, and the ſimplicity 


and purity of its doArines were adulterated and 
corrupted. Ceremonies were heaped on cere- | 


' monies,” and feſtival on feſtival, till by imper- 
ceptible degrees, Chriſtianity was ſo thoroughly 
diſguiſed as ſcarcely to be known. Will-worſhip, 


abſolutions, indulgences, founding and endowing 
of monaſteries, abſtinence from certain meats, and 


a variety of mortifications and penances, occu- 


pied the place of genuine devotion, 1 integrity, and 


virtue. Though the religion of our divine maſter 


was emphatically a religion of truth, yet it was 
made to patronize the groffeſt errors. Though 
it is emphatically a religion of peace, yet was it 
made to promote variance and diſcord, violence 
and bloodſhed. T hough it breathes nothing but 
humility and meekneſs, yet was it made to coun- 


tenance the ambition of prieſts, and ſupport the 


tyranny 
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tyranny of princes. And though its natural ten- 
dency was to inſpire its profeſſors with the higheſt 
degrees of humanity and benevolence, yet was it 


made to authorize the moſt unheard of cruelty 


and oppreſſion. 


Theſe corruptions were grown to their full 


height and vigour in the times immediately pre- 
ceding the Reformation; which leads me to 


The ſecond head of diſcourſe, which 1s to re- 


mind you of thoſe things which we have heard 
and known, and our fathers have told us, of what 


God has done for us as Proteſtants, 


During that long period of corruption, of which 
we have been ſpeaking, Chriſtianity had its root 
ſtilh alive in the earth, though its branches were 


blaſted and withered, and though many foreign 
plants had been grafted upon it, producing bitter 


and poiſonous fruits, It pleaſed, therefore, the 


i great Lord of the viney ard again to interpoſe, and 


take under his eſpecial protection the vine which 


Ai own hands had planted. At this glorious 


3 period, 


6 


period, when learning and the ſtudy of the ſerip- 


tures were revived among Chriſtians, when they 


turned their attention to the genuine doctrines of 
Chriſt and his apoſtles, which had been ſo long 985 


neglected and corrupted, many learned men ex- 


erted themſelves with ability and induſtry, to 
correct ſuch erroneous abuſes, and to promote a 


general Reformation. Under the guidance of the 


infinitely wiſe Governor of the world, the diſco- 
very of one error led to the detection of another, : 
cne truth led the way for the admiſſion of another, 


the light ſpread farther and wider, and i in a very 


ſhort time reached this favoured iſle, 


The great principle on which the Reformers 


acted was the right of private judgment. They 


examined into the ground of eccleſiaſtical autho- 


rity over the conſciences of men. They pleaded 


for the liberty which cannot without abſurdity be 5 
refuſed to any man, the liberty of thinking for 


himſelf. They taught that God alone had power 


; over the minds of men; becauſe God alone can 
5 know the frame and faculties of the human mind, 
| and alone can aſcertain whether they be fond of 


truth 
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truth or error. It was upon this radical principle 


of evangelical liberty the Proteſtant Reformers ſet 


out; they pleaded it; and they pleaded it with 


ſucceſs. Would time permit, with what delight 
could we enter into the detail, and point out to 


your admiring view that honourable band of firſt 


Reformers, who, throwing off their mental fet- 
ters, broke from the dungeon of popiſh ſuperſti= 


tion, led forth the everlaſting goſpel, long defaced 


and impriſoned, diſplayed her in her antient ho- 


nours, and raiſed her banner before the nations, 
proclaiming liberty to the captives, and opening 
the priſon doors to them that are bound, What 
happy revolutions! Who can contemplate the 
wonderful things that God did by them without 


the livelieſt emoticns of admiration and grati- 


tude! It was God that awakened theſe men, 


who gave them the light, the boldneſs, and for- 


titude, that were requiſite for undertaking and 


proſecuting this glorious work. It was God who 
bleſſed their labours, and patronized the cauſe of 


oppreſſed truth. It is to God we are indebted for 


the invaluable liberties and privileges that accrued 


to us from the Reformation. Let us ſhew, there- 


3 fore, 
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fore, to the generations to come, the praiſes of 
the Lord, and his ſtrength, and the wonderful 
works that he hath done. 


But numerous as are the reaſons for rejoicing 


in the Reformation, and for bleſſing thoſe who, 


in the hands of God, were the inſtruments of 


promoting it ; yet we are not haſtily to conclude 


that they performed every thing, and left nothing 


to be done by their ſucceſſors. In the days of 


Edward the Sixth, ſeveral of the Reformers 
owned in their writings, that they had effected as 
much as the exiſting circumſtances would admit, 
rather than what they apprehended the Proteſtants 
had a right to claim. They had intended to have 
gone further in conformity to ſcripture, and were 
far from wiſhing what they had done ſhould be 


conſidered as the ſtandard of eccleſiaſtical reform. 
But the immature death of that prin Ice hindered | 
the further progreſs of the Reformation; ; and in 


ſucceeding reigns, many attempts were made 
without ſucceſs, to enlarge the boundaries of 
2 Chriſtian Liberty. The power to deeree rites 


and ceremonies, and authority in matters of 
| : faith, 
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faith, a power ſubverſive of religious liberty, 
and unwarranted in ſcripture, was ſtill claimed 
by the civil magiſtrate ; many ceremonies of the 
Romiſh Church were retained; and, in 1662, a 


law was paſſed, which made conformity to the 


Church heavier than before. To their immortal 


honour, above two thouſand clergy of the Eſta- 


bliſhed Church boldly entered their proteſt againſt 


this unlawful claim „and theſe unſcriptural terms 


of Chriſtian communion z and, for the ſake of 
maintaining their liberty as men and as Chriſtians, 


relinquiſhed the places they held, and expoled 
themſelves to all the diſtreſſes of poverty, perſe- 


cution, and impriſonment. Who can contem- 
plate ſuch conduct without approbation? Who 

can ſee them leaving the churches, in which they 
uſed with delight to meet their charge, and preach. 

the word of peace and falvation—who can ſee 
them, with their wives and children, forſaking 
their houſes and poſſeſſions, and not applaud the 
' honeſt ſufferers for conſcience, the noble advo- 
_ cates for truth and liberty? To their miniſters, 


„„ thus cruelly ejected, it was the duty and the 


ox honour of the Chriſtian laity to adhere. It 


cc was 
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was partly for their liberty, and that the goſpel 
*© might be continued among them in its primi— 
tive ſimplicity, that their miniſters thus ſut— 


5 fered. It would have been inglorious; un- 


cc grateful, and unjuſt, bad the laity forſaken 
* their ejected paſtors, and not borne their wit- 


* neſs with them againſt tne impoſing ſpirit 


ce. which they lifted itſelf up, and was nine 4 a 


diſgraceful yoke upon the diſciples of Chriſt.““ 


cc 


They, therefore, firmly adhercd to their ejected 


miniſters, and to the princi ples of goſpel libert F. 


This was the riſe of the; feparation from the 


Eſtabliſhed Church : A ſeparation which, as it 
was founded on chriſtian and juſt principles, has 
: wonderfully ſubſiſted under great diſcourage- 
ments, ſtrengthened and upheld, we truſt, by the 
mighty power of God. Upon this moſt natural 
foundation do Proteſtant Nonconformiſts ſtand at 
this day, maintaining an abſolute independence 


upon what ſhort-ſighted mortals like themſelves | 


* Towgocd's Letters to White. — ee alſo ſome excellent ob- 
ſervations on this ſubjett 1 in the Proteſtant Diſſenters Magazine for 


April, 1794, p. 139- 


make 


4 
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4 13 3 
make ſtandards of belief, but a moſt reſolute ad- 
herence to what. confcience and the Bible pro- 
nounce to be the will of God. We proteſt againſt 


a power claimed by any fallible being to decree 


rites and ceremonies, and having authority in 
matters of faith. As Proteſtant Diſſenters, we 

think ſuch a claim is contrary to the New Teſta- 
ment, to chriſtian liberty, and to that right which 
every man has to judge for himſelf; and until the 


Church can prove that ſhe is inveſted with ſuch 
authority by Jeſus Chriſt, men who take their 


religion from the New Teſtament muſt ever think 


ſuch a claim a ſufficient juſtification of Proteſtant 


Diſſenters in their ſeparation from the Church 
which makes this claim. 


When, in the exerciſe of Chriſtian liberty, we 


examine with decent freedom the rites, and cere- 


monies, and. modes of worſhip the Eſtabliſned 


Church has, under the cover of this unfounded 


authority, decreed, we meet with many particu- 


lars which are directly. contrary. to our moſt ob- 
2 vious and clearly eſtabliſhed principles of religion. 
Whilſt theſe defeAs remain, we think ourſelves 
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Rill further juſtified in peaceably ſeparating from 
the Eſtabliſhed Church, and adopting a mode of 
worſhip more agrecable, as We think, to reaſon 


and to ſcripture. 


In doing this, we would not be underſtood to 
cenſure thoſe who, on any principles ſatisfactory 
to their own minds, profeſs the public ſyſtem of 
faith, We only claim that liberty we are heartily 
diſpoſed to allow, in its full extent, ro others. 
We can entertain the moſt candid ſentiments to- 
wards the members of the Eſtabliſhment, and 
form the higheſt ideas of the merits of individuals : 
of that Church, in perfect conſiſtency with a ſteady 
attachment to our own principles. 


Through the violence of political factions, the 
miſrepreſentations of enemies, and the imprudence 
of friends, a temporary eftrangement may occa- 
ſionally take place between us and our Proteſtant 
Brethren. But let us not be diſhedrtened. It is 


but a partial and temporary coolneſs. Many, 
and 1 ſpeak from experience, are ready to ſhew 
us every mark of brotherly regard; and the 


time 


AS 
e 


(7 I 
time, I truſt, is not far diſtant, when all men 
will acknowledge, that the liberty we claim of 


profeſſing and ſupporting our own principles 
has not been prejudicial to the Church or to- 


the ſtate, but advantageous to both. The time 
will come, when they will ſee, that the reve- 


nues, of the Church have not been leſſened by 
means of Diſſenters; that in all caſes where the 
clergy of the Eſtabliſhment are dependent on 
voluntary contributions, they have been as ge- 
nerous in their ſubſcriptions as thoſe who at- 
tend on their miniſtry; that a number of poor 
have been maintained by them, who muſt other- 
wiſe have been a burthen to the public; that 


the ſeparation has kept up an emulation among 


their own clergy, which has excited them to 
greater diligence in their paſtoral duties, and 
been a uſeful check upon their moral conduct. 
1 with regard to the ſtate, we truſt, the 
time will come, when it will be recollected, 
that the Proteſtant Diſſenters have always ſtood 
by the laws and conſtitution of this country, 


8 joined heartily in the glorious Revolution, and 
ſuffered for their ſteady adherence to the pre- 


[ 03 ſent 
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ſent reigning family, and are ftill ſuffering under 


men, of all parties, have wiſhed to ſee removed. 


ln the mean time, let us convince our country 


we are entitled to its confidence, and not un- 


worthy of partaking in all its privileges, by our 
candor, moderation, and the peaceable and per- 


ſevering diſcharge of all thoſe duties which our 
ſeveral ' ſtations in life require from us. Though 


Ae r _ \ pt 1 4 1 842 A fg "Big 
deprived in ſome inſtances of what we may 


think ourſelves entitled to, let us not ungrate- 


fully forget the advantages we do enjoy. We are 
freed from the inventions of men, and from the 


impoſitions nd incumbrances of human ceremo. 


nies. We have liberty to worſhip God accord- 
ing to the dictates of our own conſciences, 


and- to chuſe the miniſters on whoſe ſervices 


we "think proper to attend. For theſe privi” 
leges . our fathers endured the moſt grievous 
ſuſſerings, and with unſhaken reſolution ſacri- 


ficed what, next to their integrity, was deareſt 
them in life, that their ſons might be 

SR free and'in poſſeſſion of the truth. © They 
men and we have entered into their la- 


bours.“ 


1 


bours.“ Let the importance of our prinelples 


and privileges leud us to be generous in their 


ſupport. Our anceſtors, notwithſtanding the 
loſſes they ſuſtained, were at conſiderable 8 
pence in building places of worſhip, and 1 
tranſmitting | to us the advantages we ale. 


But whilſt 1 am mentioning cheſe önris 
friends to pure and undefiled religion, „1 recollect, 


I am addrefſing myſelf to thoſe who glory in being 


their deſcendants, and who need no entreaties Bk 
ſupport Ru Chriſtianity. ; 


I know your generous ſentiments ; 1 and your 
praiſe is in the churches. The place in which we 
are now affembled bears teſtimony to the large- 


neſs of your hearts, and the ſincerity of your con- 


cern for tranſmitting to poſterity your invaluable 
privileges. You have honoured God with your 
ſubſtance. © May God remember you for this, 


and wipe not out the good deeds that you have 


done for the houfe of your God, and the offices 
thereof.” This building does equal credit to your 


piety and your beneficence. Not a fuperb and 
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magnificent one, fitted to the oſtentatious ſervice 

under the law, or the ſplendid ſervice: of the 
Romiſh Church, but a , houſe decently neat and 
elegantly plain, ſuited to the ſimplicity of chat 
goſpel worſhip, 1 which muſt be performed i in ſpirit. 


and in truth. | While, in conſequence of your 


: liberal contributions, this houſe exceeds the for- 
mer in convenience and accommodation , prugence 
has directed you to form the plan, and regulate j its 
execution in ſuch a manner, that it cannot be re- 
flected upon as in any view unſuitable to the. pur- 
poſe to which i it is appropriated, or tot the circum- : 
5 ſtances of the perſons who aſſemble i in it. 


May you always enter this place, my brethren, 
with thoſe views and diſpoſitions ' which will en ſure 


to yon t the preſence and bleſſing of God. It ! 7 Þ 
our ineſtimable privilege, as Diſfenters, that we 
can adopt that form of worſhip | which appears to 

us moſt likely to produce a ſpirit of rational piety 5 


and fervent devotion. In the exerciſe of this right, 


Jau are about to alter the mode! in which your wor- 


ſhip bath been hitherto conducted. May the ſpirit 


of Proper, accompany the form, an give 1 new fer- 
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vor to your devotions.* Forſake not the aſſem- 


you have built unto the Lord; and may God daily 


add unto this Church ſth as ſhall be ſaved. 


To conclude, The ſubject on which 1 have 


addreſſed you is of great importance, and claims 


the attention of every one, whatever may be the 


ſation aſſigned him by Providence. 


To us, my reverend Fathers and Brethren, who 


profeſs to dedicate our lives and our ſtudies to the 


promotion of truth and the eternal intereſts of 


mankind to us this ſubject affords matter of uſe- 
ful reflection. The conſideration of what our 


predeceſſors haye done and ſuffered | in the cauſe 


41 In addreſſing myſelf to a ; Chriſtian Society who had adopted a 


Form of Prayer, I did not think myſelf called upon to give my 


opinion, as to the propriety or impropriety of the meaſure: but 1 


cannot ſatisfy myſelf with ſending this ſermon abroad into the world, 


without ſay ing, that free prayer, dictated by the ſenſe, ſtate, and diſ- 
poſition of the mind, appears to me the moſt ſcriptural and eligible 


mode of conducting public devotion ; and 1 have received much 


tatisfaction on this ſubject, by reading Dr. Taylor's Scriprural 


Account of Frayer 


of 
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of ſeriptural Chriſtianity is well calculated to 
excite in us a generous ſpirit of emulation, Let 
us imitate their examples, my Brethren „and de- 
fend our Chriſtian liberty, and ſupport the inte- 
reſts of the Redeemer's kingdom in the world, by 
- repreſenting! his religion in its primitive purity, 


native beauty, and unadulterated finplicity. 
Above all, let us imitate him whoſe caufe we un- 


dertake to plead. Let the fpirit and difpofition of 
our maſter ſhine before men in our unaffected 
piety, temperance, and univerſal benevolence. 
Whilſt inculcating. the principles of chat liberty : 
wherewith Chziſt hath made us free, let us be 
uniform and conſiſtent. Let our zeal for liberty 


never tranſport us beyond the bounds of modera- 


tion, and tempt us to encroach upon the rights of 


others. To diſcover truth is profeſſedly the aim 


of all. Let us purſue that path which is moſt 


5 Likely to lead us to her abode with ardour, but not 


wich animoſity; 3 ad if. we have good ground to 
think we have been ſo happy as to find it, let us 


at the ſame ' time beware, leſt we inſult thoſe who, 


in our eſtimation, have been leſs ſucceſsful, and 


indulge a cenſorious uncharitable way of thinking. 


Let 
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Let us endeavour to win over others to the truth, 


by manifeſting 1 its happy influence on our con- 


duct. Let us endeavour, as much as in us lies, 


to live peaceably with all men, and ſtudy the 


things which make for peace, and things whereby 
we may edify one another. Let love, which is 


the genius of our religion, ever preſide over, rule, 
and direct our conduct. Let love to God, love to 


Chriſt, and to the ſouls 6f men, animate. us to the 


: faithful and diligent diſcharge of our duty ; and | 


let us pray in ſecret to our Heavenly Father for 


his bleſſing on our public inſtructions; and our 
Father, who feeth in ſecret, and is acquainted 
with the uprightneſs of our views, will reward us 


openly, by the viſible ſucceſs of our miniſtry in 


this world, and the final acceptance of our labours 


of love i in aiecher world. 


Let us all aim at the improvement of our diſ. 


poſitions and our conduct, no leſs, and even 
more, than the adjuſtment of our principles; and 
ſtrive to excel thoſe in virtue, whom we think we 


excel in tlie advantages of knowledge. The Re- 


formation from Popery had in view the reforma- 


tion 
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tion of life ; without. this, the former 1s of no 
value. What advantage will it be to us, to be 
freed from the dominion of error, if we are under 
the harder and more dangerous tyranny of vice? 
Let our conduct, then, harmonize with our pri- 
vileges; and our virtue demonſtrate the reclitude 

of our principles. He who beſt fulfils his duty, 

as far as he knows it—he that faithfully follows 

the convictions of conſcience, and readily does all 

the good he can in his ſtation and calling—he is 
the beſt Chriſtian, by whatever name he is other- 
wiſe diſtinguiſhed ; and, to whatever religious 
community he may belong, he certainly belongs | 
to the community of the juſt, and will finally be- 
long to the ſociety of ſaints and Juſt men made 
Fenn in heaven. 


THE END. 
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